
Vintage (or Modern) Fabric Tote Bag 

What You Need: 

 1/2 yard each of vintage fabric and desired lining fabric 

 Coordinating thread 

Instructions:       

  

1. Cut two 15-x-18-inch pieces from the vintage fabric for 

the front and back. Cut matching pieces for the lining. Cut 

a 2-x-18-inch strip from each fabric for straps. 

2. With right sides of the vintage fabric facing and using 1/2-inch seam allowances, sew 

around three sides, leaving top open. Turn and press. Press under 1/2 inch on the top edge. 

Repeat for the lining, but do not turn. Insert the lining into the bag so the wrong sides of the 

fabrics face and the raw edges are sandwiched between the two bags. 

3. Press under 1/4 inch on the long edges of the handle pieces. Fold the strips in half lengthwise 

with wrong sides facing and press. Sew 1/8 inch from the long edges. 

4. Insert the raw short ends of the handles into the bags between the front and lining, placing 

handles about 3 inches from the bag side seams. Topstitch around the top 1/8 inch from the 

edge. Stitch a second seam 1/4 inch below the first stitch line. 

 

http://www.bhg.com/topics/arts-and-crafts/sewing.htm
http://www.bhg.com/topics/arts-and-crafts/quilting/topstitch.htm

